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THE CASE ^OfllNSl
MRS. BOTf[lN UP

TO DflTE.
DURING the last fortnight the

San Francisco police have
forged a number of importantnew links in the chain of evidenceagainst Mrs. Cordelia Botkin,

who is charged with the murder of
Mrs. J. P. Dunning and Mrs. J. D.
Deane, of Dover, Del. Mrs. Botkin
was arrested on August 23. Since
then each day has brought its Interestingdevelopments. The Sunday
Journal gave a careful, analytical
study of Mrs. Botkin, together with
the history of the case to that date,
September 4. To-day it presents
the new facts that have been
brought to light within the past
two weeks.
The police have worked systematicallyupon three leading points

in the mystery.first, to find where
the candy that was poisoned and
sent across the continent had been
made and purchased; second, where
the handkerchief enclosed with the
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third, what druggist had sold the
arsenic that caused the death of
the two victims. They have apparentlybeen successful in securing
all these vitally important bits of
evidence.

#RS. CORDELIA BOTKIN,
_jjm .yr-, the woman who was arrestedIn San Francisco
^IbIIBF' August 23, charged with

the Dunning-Deane murder'is rapidly losing her
self-possession and the
stoic philosophy that

marked her bearing during the first days
of her imprisonment.
And well she may, for the net-work of

evidence that has been forming about her
steadily and unrelentingly is now almost
complete, without even the shadow of a
flaw.
It does not seem possible that the evidence

collected can be falsely circumstantial.
Ffom the very first every development in
the case has pointed unmistakably to Mrs.
Betkin as the guilty one, and absolutely
nothing has turned up to shake the convictiono' .he police and public that it was
her hand that sent death across the contiinent.
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many important facts to light during the
past fortnight.
Immediately preceding these discoveries

the accusation of John P. Dunning, husband
of the murdered woman, was made public.
It showed that he had no hesitancy
In pointing out Mrs. Botkin as the one

guilty of the death of his wife and Mri
Deane, his sister-in-law.
The accusation was based upon his identificationof the note sent with the box of

poisoned candy as being in the handwriting
of Mrs. Botkin. The, note read: "With
love to yourself and oaby. Mrs, C."
Besides this, Dunning identified some

mysterious anonymous letters which had
been sent to his wife as having been writtenby Mrs. Botkin. The letters had been
sent to Mrs. Dunning with the evident intentionof turning her against her husband,
accusing him of unfaithfulness and calling
attention to his questionable life in San
Francisco.

It seems that Mrs. Dunning had sent a

copy of one of these anonymous letters to
her husband while he was in Salt Lake
City, asking for an explanation. He, in
turn, not knowing it to be a copy, and
seeing that it plainly referred to his companionshipwith Mrs. Botkin, sent it to
her for a suggestion as to the probable
author.
Mrs. Botkin had answered that the letter

w~as undoubtedly from a certain Mrs. Seely,
who had been more or less intimate with
Dunning during his life in San Francisco.
It therefore somewhat surprised Dunning
when he saw the original of this letter
after the murder to find it had been writtenby Mrs. BotkiD herself.
There had been four of these letters in

all, and "ich. one is identified as in the
handwriting of Mrs. Botkin. One, under
the date of July 10, 1897, has been made
public. The first and last pages of the let-
xer are reproduced on this page. In part
it Is as follows:

San Francisco, July the 10, 1807.
"Mrs. Dunning.I sincerely hope you have

made all due inquiry concerning the grave
information I sent you.out of the pure interestI have in you.concerning the conductof your husband, and if you have not
you are not the woman I always supposed
you were if you would ever renew former
living with a man that so forgot you as he
did and placed you in the position he so
premeditatively did. /«430*»»* «»

"He was constantly with this interest-
ing and pretty woman who by the way Is
an English woman. She Is now divorced
from her husband all owing to the marked j
Intimacy with Mr. Dunning. ,
«,«*»*

"Now do not misunderstand me consern-
ing my saying of this woman, as she is
and was a lady by birth and education, and
then on the other hand they both of them i
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lived in the extreme delight of a quiet
bohemlan life. You can make all the inquiriesyou want at the address I gave you.

"I am sure you ought to ask for your own
satisfaction even the gentleman ,that now
has the position in your husband's place.
Could tell yo.u all you want to know and
by all that is just in this life to you that
position ought to be now held by Mr. D.
only his dissipation morally and through
drink has placed his family and himself
where the are. ******

"YOUR FRIEND."
The marked resemblance between the addresson the envelope of the anonymous

letter reproduced here and that on the
package of poisonous candy is a very importantpiece of evidence.
Therefore Kytka. the well-known handwritingexpert, has been making a careful

study of Mrs. Botkin's handwriting, and at
the proper time will present the result of

STRi
Continued lrom Page Thirteen.

The match, ill-assorted, was for that reason,perhaps, doubly celebrated; first at
Munich, then In Naples. Presently it occurredto Bomba that he had done all the
evil that he could. Amid the clamors and
cries of sedition and hatred he vacated
the planet, leaving behind nothing but a
rotten reputation and a rickety throne.
The one still subsists, the other has gone.
Yet that throne, however rickety, It took
Garibaldi to overthrow. The young queen
fought for it. not for herself, but for her
child, pushing her husband to the front,
wrenching the sword from his trembling
hand, brandishing it in her own, holding
and defending GaetA, the last Bourbon
stronghold, against Victor Emmanuel him-
stiiA. i3t> spieuuiu was mat uerense that It
threw Europe into paroxysms of applause.
Subsequently she came to Paris, where in
ap interlude of her girlhood she had danced
n a quadrille of royals, every one of whom
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on her return was either dead, exiled or
insane.
Then came the succession of incidents

which Daudet has told so alertly and so

well, the transformation of her husband
from a coward into a canaille; the miseries
of the shabby-genteel, the backseat of outlawedmonarchy, incidents poignant in
themselves, yet followed by others more

poignant still, the suicide of her cousin,
the murder of her nephew, the destruction
of one sister and the assassination of another.If ever a woman has supped on horrors,it is she.

It was a road less tortuous, pefhaps,
VPi- milta AS frnl cnthin an whfnh "FVli7.fihofh

of Austria trod. In Vienna the Prince who
had won her, quickly turned to woo elsewhere.Such things can torture a woman.
An Empress may only smile. Moreover,
In the splendor of the Imperial court she
was regarded as a Bavarian peasant. Such
things will keep a woman awake. An
Empress may not seem to heed. Then
came other things more unendurable yet,
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and with th?m moments when agony must
have reached its apogee, when she felt herselfdiademed not with a tiara, but with
pain; when she would have bartered her
regalia to be back again, a girl once more,
in the peace of the great green wood.

it was then those excursion# began
which filled the press. From Ireland to
the Aegean, from Trieste to Tunis, ceaselesslyshe wandered in search of that oblivionwhich an anarchist brought her a
week ago. Diana meanwhile had been
turned by destiny into Niobe. The wantonnessof her assassination has stung the
world, yet the brutality of it is trite besidethe niystery of the murder of Rudolph,her son.

The name of Wittelsbach is ill-omened
enough, but that of Hapsburg Is significant.Derived from Habichtsburg, It
means a Vulture's Nest. Rudolph resembleda peacock, yet whoso looked at him
twice saw beside the brilliance of the
j^iu&uttge me ueu* auu utiuiis 01 tne Dira
of prej. The latter were ancestral and
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hereditary, and had he lived would havebeen transmitted and maintained. Whenlife was struck from him, not by a bullet,as has been said, but by a bottle.which, parenthetically, crushed his skullthereensued a general stupor into which
presently filtered the discernment that theHouse of Hapsburg was doomed, that vulturesof another brood, birds of prey that
nested not within the realm, but without
were already hovering at the frontiers,waiting but for the Emperor of Austria's
death to batten on Austria's heart.

It would be convenient, as already noted,
and it would also be in accordance with
the traditions whioh MVc -.> »- "*

. .JUUIUwuiLU, raise
Corelli and other lady novelists have preservedand presented, to ascribe the tragedy
of Rudolph's death to the malign influence
of a family curse. But fiction and history
differ. Even otherwise, and admitting the
literary advantage of such a process, in
this instance It would be defective. In the
Wittelsbach gallery there is one portrait
which an yet fate has left unmarred. It is

~Ilfl£l§ I®
MRS. BOTKIN'S PURCHASE.

)R WHAT PURPOSE USED [HAME
~

yj /! x

INST MRS. BGTS^IN IN

his Investigations. As yet he does not
commit himself.
Following the public announcement of

Dunning's accusation and the important resemblancein the handwriting exhibited in
the case, new important evidence «ame with
almost daily regularity.
The diligent search made by the Ban

Francisco police to locate the place at
which the chocolate candy was made and
the box and its contents sold met with
splendid success.
It was found that the candy had been

purchased at the store of Georj# Haas &
Son, about July 31, the day on vfeich Mrs.
Botkin returned to San Franclaeo from a
visit to Stockton.
The box and part of the candy that carrieddeath to Mrs. Dunning had been sent

from Dover to the San Francisco authorities.Mr. Haas was able to identify them
positively as having come from his establishmentand he has so testified before the

that of Elizabeth's third sister, the leqst
known of the original four.
The Prince who came to her found her

not among the oaks of the forest, but in
the tawdriness of the Naples Court. He,
too, was a son of Bomha, a younger brother
of the coward of Gaeta, yet in making her
Countess of T ani it is rumored that he
omitted to make her unhappy as well.
Their union, tolerably effaced and entirely
obscure, resulted in a girl who a few
years ago married a Hohenzollern. But
precisely as a family trait may skip a

generation, so, too, may family fatality.
The gift of prophecy has gone, horoscopeshave lost their meaning. What the

future holds, what phantoms lie in wait for
this particular descendant of an ill-omened
bouse, none may foretell. Yet though her
existence be more obscure than that of her
mother, more effaced than that of her
father, more insignificant than either, it
will be serene in sweetness. If only bycomparison with the tragic1 lives of those
whose history is interconnected with her
own and of which the assassination of an
Empress resembles the climax.

EDGAR SALTUS.
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Grand Jury.
It could not at first be told who had sold m

the box of candy in question. Since then
It has been found that Miss Sylvia Heney
made the sale on July 31 to a woman wh'
she is ready to swear was Mrs. Botkln.
Sho Viae W-*-.
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Chief of Police. Her storj- is corroborated
in every detail by Miss Dittmer, another
saleswoman in the Haas store, who remembersthe circumstances of the sale and
can also identify the purchaser as Mrs.
Botkln.
Another clew that links the fatal box

candy to Mrs, Botkin was discovered a

days ago. Before August 4, the dr
which the candy was mailed, Mrs.
hod been a guest at the Victor'
Since she left no one else has occ^piev
room she stayed in. 4'i^B '

,

While cleaning this room about a week
ago, a housemaid found a small paper
wafer, such as is used by confectioners in
sealing candy boxes. The name Haas was

stamped upon it in raised letters. Thr
forms another link in the curious chain o
circumstancial evidence that Is gradual!
tightening about Mrs. Botkin.
The next important discovery made by

the police was that the handkerchief which
had been enclosed in the box of candy
was purchased at the City of Paris dry B
goods store, Geary and Stockton streets,
San Francisco.
With this fact established, it was next

necessary to find which clerk in the store
had made the sale.
To do this, it was necessary to go over

ail the sales slips for the greater part of
July. The handkerch'ef, of which an exactreproduction from photograph is given
here, was one of a twenty-flve-cent lot.
After a careful examination of the duplicatesales slips, it was found that a

kerchief of this lot had been sold
August 3, by Miss Alice Bolster. Unfort
uately, however, Miss Bolster does not re4
call the circumstances of the sale, and
doubts very much that she would be able
to identify the persdn who bought the
handkerchief.
However, the inevitable bit of circumstantialevidence that seems to come upin this case whenever needed, is here present,too; for on the day of the saleMrs.Botkin is known to have cashed

a money order at the store. She was r
frequent visitor at the City of Paris, and
had often, according to the bookkeeper's
statement, cashed money orders at |he
desk. The bookkeeper recalls the circumstancesof August 3 very well, and his 9
statement, together with the tracing of the
money order through the postal channels,
will perhaps form another strong link in
the evidence.
With the sale of the handkerchief thus

firmly established, the police turned m
their energies in trying to find out wher.
the poison that was placed in the chocolateshad been obtained.
This was, of course, a definite task. +

a laborious one, for it necessitated a care
ful examination of the drug store recor^of poison sales throughout the city. Ever
time a drug clerk sells a poisonous dru
he is required by law to record the fa<
upon books specially kept for the purpos
It 1$ a precaution for just such emergen
cieg as the present case gives rise t<>.
It examining the poison records the detective*at first looked up only the days of the

last of July and the first part of Angus',
whou Mrs. Botkin was known to be ir s;,u
Fraacisco. In this manner they made an
unsuccessful examination of the poison book
at the Owl drug store and continued
theiw rounds.
Alter they left the clerks of the sttn,.

beouming Interested in the matter, began
to look ever the books themselves. They
examined further back than the detectives
had done, and came upon the entry repi
ducad at the top of this page.
From this it will be seen that June 1 Mi

Botkin.although the clerk entered t
na»jr as "Bothin".bought two ounces F
arscaic, ostensibly for the purpose
blenehing. The clerk who made the st
was Grey. As soon as he saw the entry
the book he recalled every detail of the su.
and stood ready to identify the woman to
whom he sold the arsenic.
This he was soon called upon to do. He

IO.O.CU iu tue matron s room in tiie
City Prison, where Mrs. Botkin is confined,
and immediately pointed her out as the
one whose name he had registered as
"Bothin" in. the poison book.
Confronted with such conclusive evldt

as this, Mrs. Botkin admitted a few t

later that she had made this purchas
arsenic. She had previously insisted
she could not remember any time at |she had bought any poisonous drug,
of her lawyers, however, told rather cart
lessly that she had already mentioned t
him the fact of this purchase of June 1.
certainly seems as though fate were

'

spiring to make the ease against Mrs.
kin as bad as possible.
Drug Clerk Grey states that the ars

he sold to Mrs. Botkin was in the ;
dered form. Next comes the damn
coincidence that the chemical analy^
the poison made at Dover shows that '

arsenic put into the chocolates was als
the form of powder.
The four important links of evidence

of here have been summarized briefly
the Sunday Journal by Chief of V
Lees, of San Francisco, w ho has bee
successful in preparing the case aa it
stands.


